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to the will of Christ, and we pray Ged in His mercy to 
shorten the days of our separation and to guide us by His Spirit 
into fullness of unity.”2. They are beginning to realize, however 
dimly, that historical Christianity did not begin in the sixteenth 
century; that historical Christianity was one universal Church spread 
over the whole earth. The more enlightened among them are be- 
coming aware that to this Church alone pertains the salvation of men 
and society, as they see it. 

The realization that Christ wills His Church to be one and uni- 
versal has passed from isolated aspirations of disparate groups to 
assume world-wide proportions. Sectarianism is becoming more a 
source of embarrrassment. than a badge of glory.‘ Congresses and 
councils have been formed to examine the question. No longer 
do the participants of these discussions come from homogeneous 
denominations or from diverse groups envisioning national federations. 
While these still exist, their orientation is international and compre- 
hensive of sectarian differences.5 


Ecumenical Movement 


All these activities among non-Catholics in the direction of world 
religious unity are generically and. collectively styled the “Ecumen- 
ical Movement.”* Although there were many stirrings in the nine- 
teenth century, the movement, as such; is a purely twentieth 
century product. 


World Missionary Conferences 


in 1910 at Edinburgh « conference was held which bore the title 
“World Missionary Conference.” Non-Catholic missionaries from dif- 
ferent parts of the world came together to discuss common problems. 
The personnel of the conference was chiefly composed of Evangel- 
ical theologians ‘from Anglo-Saxon countries. The big question was 
unity in the mission field. The divisions of Christendom appeared 
a scandal to the pagans among whom they worked. Distribution of 
territories, equitable:allocation: of funds ete. would do much towards 
eliminating this scandal. A permanent organization was set up ealled, 
the “International Missionary Council.” Later meetings of this Council 
were held at Jerusalem: in 1928; Madras, India in 1938; and Whitby, 
‘Canada in 1947. This represents the initial phase of the Ecumenical 


Movement. 
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than 100,000,000 Christians of all colors and languages and creeds, 
dedicated to binding themselves to 4 working unity under the 
leadership of Christ.”7 


Catholic Interest and Caution 


ing thereby to the mission of Christ, they look with sympathy to 
the desire of these souls which has most likely been providentially 
elicited. However, while even the precise terminus of the move- 
ment is not clear to the participants themselves, there is reason for 
fearing that principles operative in the movement may draw them 
farther away from the will of Christ than they are at present. — 

The two most. noteworthy perils to be noted in. the movement 
are the rejection of notions that involve perfect unity of faith and 
government in the sense intended by Christ when He established 
His Church. 

The first peril is what may be styled. “doctrinal indifference. 
This conception sets aside the Divine will for perfect unity of faith, 
by holding the possibility for a wide divergence of belief, not only 
in “unimportant matters, but even in matters of vital belief."5 Re- 
ferring to this type of outlook, Pius XI declares that, “anyone whe 
gives. assent. to such theories and undertakings utterly abandons 
divinely revealed religion.”® 

The second peril rejects the divinely given constitution of the 
Church of Christ. This view would spurn completely the primacy 
of ‘the Holy See by. asserting that no. ecumenical unity can or 
should exist “whose consummation would. involve the acceptance 
of the Roman pretension.”!° To grant aid to such conceptions, Pius 
XI declared, “would give authority. to a false religion completely 
foreign to the one Church of Christ."24 

In their zeal for the reunion of Christendom, sume Catholics 
have, at times, transgressed the measure of prudence and even 
sometimes have contradicted basic Catholic principles. In so doing, 
they. have occasioned . much misunderstanding to the prejudice of 
true Christian unity.1* Hence, the Holy Office observes: 


on, 
“2 


Certain attempts, that are being designated by diverse mimes in 
different countries, have hitherto been mude by various persons, 
either individually or in groups to effect a reconciliation of dissident 
Christians with the Catholic Church. Such initiatives, however da 
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Boly Office, Ecclesia Catholica, Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXKXII, 142: 
Eng. tr. “The Ecumenical Movement” in The Catholic Mind, xivili, 1050 
(June 1950), p. 379. ; 

* Quotation by Paul Griswold Macy. The Story of the World Council of 
Churches (New York: World Council of Churches, 1947) p. 29. 

®See William Adams Brown, Towards a United Church (New York: 
Scribners, 1946) p. 2. 

“See Charles Clayton Morrison, Can Protestantism Win America? (New 
York; Harpers, 1948) p- 150-181. 

*See Henry P. VanDusen, World Christianity: Yesterday, Today, To- 
morrow ( New. York: Abbingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1947) pp. 208-236. 

“See John A. Mackay, “The Ecumenical.Goal” Q. F. Noble Towards 
World-Wide Christianity (New York: Harpers, 1946). p. 42. 

Tames W. Kennedy, Venture of Faith (New York: Morehouse-Gorham, 
1948) p. 18. A serviceable outline of the movement can be found in 
William Adams Brown, op. cit. {the whole work.) 

* William Adams Brown, op..cit., p. A, 

* Pius XI, Mortalium animos, AAS, XX, 6; Eng. tr. The promotion of 
true religious unity, (Washington, D.C.: National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference, 1928) p. 2. 

* John A. Mackay op. cit. p. 44. 

“Pius XI, Mortalium animos, AAS, XX, 11; Eng. tr. p. 9. 

* For example, the following note is subjomed to a paper read at the 
World Council of Churches by an anonymous “Catholic commentator:” “To 
tie up with Mortalium animos is not advisable, nor to the Codex Juris 


Canonici can. 1325, par. 3 which forbids discourse with people of other 
faiths. The widespread Una Sancta movement in Germany that since 
Pius XII this canon is no longer in force.” cf, K.E. Skydsgaard “The Roman 
Catholic Church and the Ecumenical Movement” in: Man’s disorder and 
God's design, (New York: Harpers, 1948) I, 167. See also the treatment of 
interfaith ssions in Germany in: Adolph Keller, Christian Europe Today, 
(New York: Harpers, 1942) pp. 251-266. 

* Holy Office, Ecclesia Catholica, AAS, NXXXII, 142; Eng. tr. “The 
Ecumenical Movement” op. cit., D- 879. 
“Pins XI, Mortalium animos, AAS, XX, 14; Eng. tr. p. 14. 
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Non-Catholie Use 


Non-Catholic authors of the present day, writing on subjects 
pertaining to religious unity are fascinated by the term, so great is 
the contrast between their desires and their actual condition. it will 
be of interest, before proceeding, to examine into a few instances 
of the use of the term among these authors. Some use the term to 
express u- mutual recognition between members of. diverse sectarian 
“traditions”. as fellow. members of one Church: “In essence, “oecu- 
menism’ is to take full seriously a fellow-Christian of a separated 
Church; to accept him ‘in Christ,’ and so im Christ's Body, to accept 
him, not in spite of, but because of his membership in another 


tradition.” : 
Some express themselves in terms of a terminus ad quem, that is, 
to some unspecified goal which, from their viewpoint, does not pres- 
nent towards 


ently exist: 
“In plain English, the Ecumenical Movement is a mover 
one universal Christian Church, ‘throughout the whole inhabited 


world.” ’™ 


Others, again, 
gradual manifestation of an existing, 
example: “The ecumeni 
Church in the midst of the 
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different kinds of Christians.” 

‘The above citations will suffice ; 
non-Catholic treatment of the notion of Ecumenism. 


take their view from a terminus a quo, that is, ® 
though invisible, unity. For 


Catholic Use 
Among Catholic authors, the term is not of age 
use, but it is beginning to take in the 
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The reason for this ccumetiical mission les in the final cause of the 
Church; Pius. XI said: “For the Church has no other reason for 
existence, than, by enlarging the kingdom of Christ throughout the 
world, to make all men participate in His salutary redemption.” 

it should be further noted that this. ecumenicity is not simply a 
material diffusion throughout the world. It is formal ecumenicity as 
well. That is to say it is conjoined to unity and is numerically the 
same body that is spread throughout the world. As Pope Leo XII 
expressed it: “The true union among Christians is that which Jesus 
Christ, the Author of the Church, instituted and willed, and which 
consists in’a unity of faith and a unity of government.”” 

The activities designated by the term “Ecumenism” in their ob- 
jective and historical connotation are distinctive and proper functions 
of the one True Church alone. For to that Church alone was com- 
mitted the task of teaching and sanctifying the whole world; this is 
embraced within its proper name, “Catholic.” St. Augustine (35-4- 
430) wrote: ce ae ee 
" icti: Poatpamer eas em Ts us, as ulso the communion of 
tN Christion religion & OS Sat es called Catholic not only by its 
own members, but also by all its ‘enemies. . . . For they [the heretics 
and schismatics] cannot be understood unless they deseribe it, by 
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Body of Christ, whieh involves their neceptance 6f the faith and 
communion of the See of Peter and the Catholic Church throughout 


the world. This definition is confirmed by the following words: of 


Pope Pius XI: 

The unity of Christians cannot be otherwise obtained than by se- 
curing the return af the separated to the one truc Church -from 
which they once unhappily vit rew. To the one true Church of 
Christ, We say, that sta fore all and that by the will o! 
its Founder will remain ne ag when He Himself es- 


tablished it for the salvation of : 


The exposition of this proposition is the proper burden of this 


dissertation. 


2 PAPAL SOURCES 


The teaching of Catholic Bicumenisn has been consistent down 

the ages; its basic principles have ever been the same. Yet, in recent 

times, this bas become more explicit due to the extermal pressure 

ef contemporary history- The general movement towards unity out- 

side the Church has elicited certain documents from the Holy See, 

both by way of instruction of Catholics and by way of invitations 

addressed to the non-Catholic world. These documents embody 

the ecumenical doctrine of the Church as immediately pertinent to 

the Ecumenical Movement. For the purposes of this dissertation, we 

consideration those documents which bear 

sion of Christendom. The 

such as the Gree 
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Ambrose Phillips de Liste ©; 
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he following resolution wus adopted: 
“That a Society, to be called the Association for the Promotion of 
the Unity of Christendom, no be formed, ‘for: u 


nited prayer that 
Christendom’. . "= 
bership the A.P.U 


"Union Newspaper” in which 
re were admitted. The Catholic 


inherent in the Associa- 
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>» pe another principle. This the wisdom 

: ite willed that the faith should be one if He did not provide means sof- 

ara for the preservation of this unity and this Holy Writ 
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and. followers should be of one mind and of one 

this divine prayer and supplication does not include v 

who then believed in Jesus Christ, but also every one o 

were henceforth to believe in Him, this prayer holds oe a for 

indifferent reason for confidently expressing Our cto i a 

making all possible endeavors in ‘order that men of every ft divi 

clime shoe be called and moved to embrace the unity of divine 

faith.* : 

However, this obligation is not unilateral. The abe — 

realize their obligation to seek this reunion of Christendom, sh - 

the same time, there is 2 corresponding obligation on the part of the 

non-Catholic world to seek it, too. In 1868, Pius 

an objective fact 
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the Catholic Church depends the salvation 
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In addition te prayer, non-Catholics are also urged to examine 
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There can be no question, then, but that the Holy See desires 
the reunion of Christendom- The theme of the Amsterdam Assembly 
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The Church is numerically one also by reeson of its quasi-formal 
cause, i.e., the Holy Ghost and by reason of its material cause, be. 
its visible membership. But these are more logically treated under 
the heading of unity, which forms the topic of the next article. 
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will involve full and unfeigned obedience to all: authority of the 
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